STRUGGLE 


By Melinda Butterfield 


In the imperialist era, the Olympic 
Games were never just about athletics 
or international goodwill. The United 
States and other Western imperial- 
ist powers dominated the bodies that 
planned, organized and carried out 
these events, always striving to use this 
platform to further their global aims. 

It’s a remarkable accomplishment 
that countries of the Global South and 
socialist countries like China, Cuba, 
and the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea can field skilled athletes who 
can challenge and win medals despite 
the global athlete drain by the U.S. and 
Europe. 

The 2024 Summer Games in Paris 
will go down in infamy for allowing 
the Zionist apartheid regime of “Isra- 
el” (and its master, the U.S.) to compete 
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while committing genocide against 
the Palestinian people in Gaza. Mean- 
while, Russia is banned from the games 
because of the U.S.-NATO proxy war in 
Ukraine. 

This year, in addition to the usual 
colonialist and racist dynamics, the 
Olympics has been gripped by the glob- 
al trans panic and a calculated hate 
campaign against trans women on so- 
cial media. 

First came a concocted outrage cam- 
paign labeling the Olympics opening 
ceremony as “blasphemous” because 
of a tableau featuring drag perform- 
ers and dancers seated around a table. 
Far-right groups and media labeled it 
a parody of Da Vinci’s painting “The 
Last Supper” and a deliberate insult to 
Christianity and Christians. 

In fact, the performance was based 
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Algerian boxer Imane Khelif celebrates after 
winning an Olympic gold medal on Aug. 9. 
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Remembering the DNC 1968 — 


By Sharon Black 


In August of 1968, I was barely 19 
years old and several months preg- 
nant when I embarked on a trip with 
other activists to attend the protests at 
the Democratic Party Convention. 

It was a boring and long ride from 
Wilmington, Delaware, to Chicago, and 
I don’t remember much about the trip 
or even our sleeping arrangements on 
donated floor space — other than that 
we managed it — but I remember a lot 
about the streets of Chicago. 

Like the thousands of other youth 
who had converged on Chicago, we 
were angry about the Vietnam War. 
The Pentagon was engaged in merci- 
less carpet bombing and napalming 
villagers. The costs of the war were 
mounting along with the deaths of 
working-class GIs transported back 
home in body bags and unloaded on 
the tarmacs of military airports. 

We were equally ignited and in- 
spired by the Black liberation move- 
ment expressed by the Black Panther 
Party during that period. The Chicago 
DNC took place just months after the 
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. on April 4, which sparked na- 
tionwide rebellions in major cities. 

The FBI’s COINTELPRO (Counter 
Intelligence Program) state repression 
against the Black movement was in full 
swing. And every bit of this was reflect- 
ed outside and inside the convention. 

While my politics were barely 
formed, my practical working-class 
instincts were polished. I quickly con- 
cluded that marching in the streets 
and fighting against the massive po- 
lice repression was the best form of 
survival. 

The less radical and perhaps naive 
youth who remained stationary in 
Grant Park took the brunt of Mayor 
Daley’s police billy clubs. “Give peace 
a chance” was not going to cut it for 
either tear gas and police brutality, or 
for that matter, the thousands of fully 
armed National Guard and U.S. Army 
units that were called in to back up 
Chicago’s gestapo police force. 

Our group endured tear gas, but for- 
tunately, no one got cracked over the 


head by a police club or sent to the hos- 
pital. The repression that took place 
shocked the world and was described 
in the later “Walker Report” as a “po- 
lice riot.” 

Today, the rhetoric is similar. 
Chicago’s top cop, Superintendent 
Larry Snelling, has already pro- 
claimed, “We're not going to allow 
you to riot,” promising arrests and 
a police crackdown. Cook County 
judges have announced that they are 
clearing their schedules as part of 
Chief Judge Tim Evans’ order to pre- 
pare for mass arrests. 

The battle over the denial of per- 
mits for an accepted march route con- 
tinues after U.S. District Judge Andrea 
Wood refused to force the city to alter 
the route proposed by the city offi- 
cials. Protesters rightfully insist that 
the present route forces marchers 
into small side streets, creating un- 
safe conditions. Presently, the March 
on the DNC Coalition is being barred 
from using a stage or sound at Union 
Park. 


Crisis for U.S. imperialism in 1968 
and today 


In both 1968 and 2024, the resis- 
tance of colonized and occupied people 
fueled an outpouring of protest and re- 
sistance. In 1968, it was the Vietnam- 
ese people; today, it is the resistance of 
the Palestinian people and the horror 
of the U.S.-funded genocide. 

We would be remiss not to add to 
the above the continuing bloody U.S./ 
NATO war in Ukraine on Russia, the 
not-so-cold war on China, Venezuela, 
Nicaragua, and Cuba, and all of the 
covert and overt schemes U.S. imperi- 
alism has cooked up in almost every 
part of the globe. 

None of the top Pentagon brass or 
capitalist bankers would want to pub- 
licly categorize either period as a crisis 
for the system. But they know it is so. 

The Tet Offensive, launched in Janu- 
ary 1968 on the Lunar New Year by the 
Vietnamese National Liberation Front, 
struck major cities in the southern part 
of Vietnam, even breaching the outer 
walls ofthe U.S. Embassy in Saigon. 

The U.S. and the puppet South Viet- 


namese militaries suffered heavy loss- 
es. It proved that the liberation forces 
were far stronger than the Johnson ad- 
ministration claimed. 

On Oct. 7, 2023, Palestinian libera- 
tion fighters stunned the world in a 
brazen and daring attack that broke 
through the “iron dome.” For many of 
the young Palestinian fighters, it was 
the first time they had stepped foot 
on stolen land, having been confined 
their entire lives to the apartheid Gaza 
Strip, which was described as an open- 
air prison. 


Forgotten economic crisis 


March 1968 saw the largest specula- 
tive run on gold in history. Massive ex- 
penditures on the Vietnam War helped 
fuel inflation during that period. This 
crisis later became popularly referred 
to as stagflation, characterized by ris- 
ing unemployment and rising prices. 

It ushered in one of the most pivotal 
changes for the capitalist world mar- 
ket in August of 1971 when Nixon held 
a secret meeting at Camp David with 
top representatives of the imperial- 
ist banking system that resulted in 
the unilateral delinking of the dollar 
from gold in the international arena. 
This action was tantamount to an eco- 
nomic coup against any country hold- 
ing dollars. 

Today, capitalist contraction contin- 
ues. The chilling record drop in major 
stock markets on Aug. 5, 2024, due toa 
weak job market report attests to this. 


Inside the the Conventions - 
1968 and 2024 


Though the circumstances were dif- 
ferent, there are some similarities, but 
with one big difference. Considering 
that none of the capitalist candidates 
of 1968 represented honest and un- 
abashed working-class interests, there 
was rigorous debate, which sometimes 
ended up with punches thrown and 
actual competition between different 
candidates. 

On March 31, 1968, Johnson an- 
nounced that he would not seek a 
second term as president. This was 
a direct result of the Vietnam quag- 
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mire, as it was referred 
to at the time. Johnson 
then handed the baton to 
his vice president, Hubert 
Humphrey, to run for the 
presidency. 

It is not all that different 
from Genocide Joe Biden 
handing over his nomina- 
tion to his vice-president, 
Kamala Harris. A little 
more on that later. 

Senator Robert F. Ken- 
nedy had already emerged 
as a major candidate in the 
primaries. He had just won 
the huge California dele- 
gate prize. It was at a Los 
Angeles rally that he was 
shot right after declaring, “Now it’s on 
to Chicago to win there.” He died the 
next day, on June 6. This left Minneso- 
ta Senator Eugene McCarthy as the fa- 
vorite of Democrats opposing the war. 

It should be noted that McCar- 
thy’s anti-war opposition was rather 
milquetoast; it certainly wasn’t based 
on supporting the Vietnamese libera- 
tion struggle. 

In fact, most of the Democratic Party 
opposition, while pushed by the mass- 
es in the streets and by a working class 
weary of the war, was based on the 
fact that the Vietnamese people were 
breaking the back of the U.S. war ma- 
chine. It was tactical and still predicat- 
ed on U.S. imperialist interests. 

With all of its similarities, today's 
DNC looks different from 1968. Vice 
President Kamala Harris was already 
crowned the winner virtually on Aug. 
5. For all practical purposes, Harris 
will have no challengers. 

Those outside the U.S. might peer 
at the DNC spectacle and wonder how 
something so autocratic and scripted 
could even remotely be considered 
democratic. 

The 2024 convention will be held 
behind a giant barrier between eight 
and 10 feet high and non-scalable. The 
feds have already appropriated $75 
million for security. So much for the 
Democratic Party being the party of 
the people. 


Chicago Democratic National Convention, 1968. 


But the echo of the streets, even if 
it's faint, may still be felt on the con- 
ference floor. 

There is much trepidation that the 
uncommitted delegates, mainly from 
Minnesota and Michigan, will mounta 
protest. Given the extraordinary con- 
trol and orchestration ofthe 2024 DNC, 
any form of resistance is a sign of the 
movement's strength. 


The DNC theater spectacle 


A seat at the table will cost you much 
more than an arm anda leg. According 
to Politico, prime seat packages run as 
high as $5 million, which published a 
breakdown of sponsorship levels ob- 
tained by its Playbook column. 

The Democratic Party announced 
its platform on July 13, and it's another 
piece of theater. I would bet my mea- 
ger Social Security check that most 
workers have not waded through 
the 80-page meandering, demagogic 
nonsense that is primarily a polemic 
against Donald Trump. 

It has very little concrete connection 
for workers and the poor, who are wea- 
ry of high prices and worried about 
the future, whether it’s racist police 
terror in the streets or at the border or 
the worsening climate crisis. 

And on the question of Palestine, the 
platform reaffirms U.S's support for 
Israel. 

What trumps words (no pun intend- 


ed) are deeds. On Aug. 
13, Biden approved $20 
billion in new weapons, 
including F-15 fighter jets, 
120mm tank ammunition, 
tactical vehicles, AM- 
RAAM anti-aircraft mis- 
siles, and high-explosive 
mortars. Talking peace is 
a smokescreen while they 
wage war. 

The Democratic and Re- 
publican Parties remain 
imperialist war parties 
of the capitalist class. It is 
the Pentagon generals, the 
banks, and the obscenely 
wealthy members of the 

ruling class that determine 
the real and sometimes hid- 
den program of war and plunder. 

Hubert Humphrey, who lost to Nix- 
on, reminisced that his mistake was 
capitulating to Johnson on the war 
plank (like Kamala Harris today, he 
pledged his support for the war then). 
But there is a small part of this history 
that needs to be underscored, and that 
is the role not just of Secretary of State 
Dean Rusk or National Security Advis- 
er Walt Rostow but of General Creigh- 
ton Abrams, who was the commander 
of the U.S. forces in Vietnam who in- 
tervened on what the final wording of 
Humphrey’s platform would be. 

You might ask yourself, what is a 
General doing poking himself into civ- 
il affairs, but it underscores who the 
real players are behind the curtain. 

If we had ended on this note alone, 
this would not only have been a bad 
story but also untrue. The will of the 
masses of people, not only the youth in 
the streets or the working class of this 
country but especially workers and 
the oppressed masses globally, will de- 
termine the ending. 

This is true not only in some final 
sense but also in the coming week, 
regardless of how the corporate me- 
dia frames the grotesque charade and 
spectacle before us. 

When all is said and done, it is back 
into the streets where history is made! 
I intend to be at the 2024 Chicago DNC 
protests. # 
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405 years of “Black Jobs’ 


By Stephen Millies 


What does Trump mean bythe 
term “Black Jobs”? The billion- 
aire bigot has used the phrase 
repeatedly since his debate with 
Genocide Joe Biden on June 27. 

Superstar gymnast Simone 
Biles fired back. She posted “I 
love my “Black Job”” on X while 
earning another three gold med- 
als and a silver one at the Par- 
is Olympics. Trump' running 
mate, JD Vance, attacked Biles 
three years ago during the To- 
kyo Olympics. 

Trump used the term again 
while speaking at the National Associ- 
ation of Black Journalists convention 
in Chicago on July 31. The political 
prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal was presi- 
dent of the Philadelphia Association of 
Black Journalists. 

Trump claimed that “coming from 
the border are millions and millions of 
people who happen to be taking Black 
jobs. They're taking the employment 
from Black people.” 

It wasn’t immigrants who shut down 
nine of the 10 General Motors plants 
in Flint, Michigan, impoverishing the 
Black-majority city. It was Michigan 
Governor Rick Snyder - not immi- 
grants — who shifted the source of the 
city’s water supply to the filthy Flint 
River, poisoning thousands of children. 

The hundreds of thousands of Black 
people in prison weren’t railroaded by 
immigrants, either. It’s politicians like 
Joe Biden who are responsible for two 
million poor people in jail. Biden spon- 
sored the Violent Crime Control and 
Law Enforcement Act of 1994. 

Trump’s obvious aim is to divide 
and conquer. He wants to pit the Black 
community against immigrants while 
keeping both exploited. 

Donald Trump didn’t even want to 
rent apartments to Black people. He and 
his daddy were sued in 1973 by the feds 
for massive housing discrimination. 

Meanwhile, the wealthy and pow- 
erful keep themselves in power by 
pumping racism into the minds of 
millions of whites. Fox News is just the 
most obvious, recent example. 

Trump despises all working and 


Simone Biles: “I love my ‘Black Job” 


poor people. To build Trump Tower 
on Manhattan’s Fifth Avenue, Trump 
hired Polish immigrants, many of 
whom were undocumented, to tear 
down an older building. 

They were paid low wages and giv- 
en hardly any safety equipment to 
protect them against asbestos. It’s un- 
known how many died of mesothelio- 
ma, a form of lung cancer. 


Four centuries of exploitation 


“Black Jobs” have existed in this 
country from before the Mayflower. 
Since the first enslaved Africans ar- 
rived in Virginia in 1619, the worst 
and most dangerous jobs have been 
reserved for Black and other op- 
pressed peoples. 

Right up to the Civil War, it was 
“Black Jobs” on the plantations that 
produced two-thirds of U.S. exports. 
Capitalism depended on enslaved Afri- 
cans picking cotton for its textile mills. 

Most steelmaking methods require 
coke, which is heat-treated coal. Apart- 
heid hiring in U.S. steel mills meant 
the vast majority of coke oven workers 
were Black, who were 10 times as like- 
ly to die from lung cancer. 

Members of the Navajo Nation who 
were uranium miners suffered simi- 
larly high rates of lung cancers. Farm- 
workers, the majority of whom are un- 
documented, are plagued by cancers 
caused by pesticides. 

Chinese workers were indispens- 
able to building the first transconti- 
nental railroad across the Sierra Ne- 
vada mountains in California. Over 


a thousand were killed be- 
cause of dangerous work- 
ing conditions. 

By 1968, a quarter of all 
U.S. auto and steel workers 
were Black, twice their per- 
centage of the total popu- 
lation. (“Organized Labor 
and the Black Worker, 1619- 
1981,” by Philip Foner.) 

Since then millions of 
factory workers, many of 
whom were Black, have lost 
their jobs. Just in New York 
City, 900,000 manufactur- 
ing jobs were destroyed. Dozens of 
cities like Detroit were devastated by 
deindustrialization. 

Black workers are often the first tar- 
get of automation. Fifty thousand jobs 
held by Black coal miners were elimi- 
nated between 1930 and 1980. (“Black 
Coal Miners in America, Race, Class, 
and Community Conflict 1780-1980,” 
by Ronald L. Lewis.) 

Twenty thousand Black elevator op- 
erators lost their jobs in New York City. 
(Local 32B-32J: Sixty Years of Progress.) 

The Midwest was the industrial 
heartland of the United States. White 
families’ median income fell there be- 
tween 1978 and 1982 by 7.1%. That’s a 
deep recession. 

But Black families’ median income 
in the same region fell by 35.8%- five 
times as much. That’s a great depres- 
sion. (U.S. Census historical income 
tables.) 

Black workers have never recov- 
ered from this tsunami. The largest 
employer of Black labor today is non- 
union, low-wage Walmart. 

It’s because Walmart workers are 
poor that the Walton family is filthy 
rich with a $267 billion fortune. 


When will we be paid for the 
work we've done? 

Simone Biles knows exactly what 
Donald Trump means by “Black Jobs” 
and the workers who hold them. 
Trump wasn’t referring to Dr. Kizzme- 
kia Corbett who helped lead efforts to 
develop a COVID-19 vaccine. (Moderna 
tried to deny Corbett and other Nation- 
al Institutes of Health scientists credit 
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An evening vigil in San Diego 


honoring Sonya pe 


By Gloria Verdieu 


Escondido, California, Aug. 1-In sol- 
idarity with demonstrations, rallies, 
and vigils held in cities across the U.S. 
in honor of the life of Sonya Massey, 
North County 4 Palestine organized 
and hosted a candlelight vigil in front 
of City Hall. Sonya Massey, a 36-year- 
old Black mother of two, called the 
police for help and was killed in her 
home in Springfield, Illinois. Police 
officer Sean Grayson shot her three 
times, with a fatal shot to the head. 

North County 4 Palestine is a commu- 
nity-driven organization that “stands 
for peace, justice, and freedom for all.” 

Vigil organizers placed pictures of 
Sonya with candles against a palm 
tree, surrounded by colorful, beauti- 
fully arranged flowers. 

As more people arrived, asemicircle 
began to form. Most were young activ- 
ists, some with candles and flowers to 
place by the picture of Massey. 

Sophie, an organizer with North 
County 4 Palestine, began by welcom- 
ing and thanking everyone for com- 
ing out on a Thursday evening. She 
pointed to the connection between the 
struggles of Palestinians and people 
who have been historically oppressed 
in the U.S. and globally. She said call- 
ing the police should not be a death 


sentence for Black and Brown people 
or anybody. 

Sophie gave some chilling facts 
about the U.S. criminal justice system, 
saying, “Over a thousand people are 
killed by the police in the United States 
every year, and the numbers in 2024 
have passed 750.” 

She ended her 
presentation with 
a Chant, “Say her 
name,” and the re- 
sponse was, “Sonya 
Massey!” 

Then Sophie intro 
duced speakers from 
North County Equity 
and Justice Coali- 
tion, Union Del Bar- 
rio, and this writer representing the 
San Diego Coalition to Free Mumia and 
All Political Prisoners. 

Yusef Miller ofthe North County Eq- 
uity and Justice Coalition spoke about 
the history of police violence in San 
Diego County. He named some of the 
people killed by San Diego police and 
border patrol. 

Aleah Jinkens died while in San Di- 
ego police custody. Alfred Olinga, un- 
armed, was shot four times by El Cajon 
police. Valeria Tachiquin, mother of 
five, was killed by U.S. border patrol 
agents. These were a few of the names 


SLL photos: Gloria Verdieu 


mentioned. He re- 
minded everyone 
that police terror is 
real and could hap- 
pen to any one of us. 
The vigil ended with a moment of si- 
lence for Sonya and the thousands of 
others killed by the U.S. criminal jus- 
tice system. 

We must continue to fight and re- 
mind each other that the system can 
never kill our sense of JUSTICE and 
our struggle for a better world for all 
people. 

Rest in peace and power, Sonya 
Massey. Your light will never burn out 
as we continue fighting the injustices 
plaguing our communities. 

Justice for Sonya Massey. Defund! 
Disarm! Abolish the pri # 


Struggle-La Lucha Baltimore bureau 


Aug. 1 - Dozens of protesters took to the 
streets demanding justice for Sonya Massey 
and all victims of police terror. 

After briefly rallying at Douglas Homes 
public housing project where the Rev. Annie 
Chambers — a public housing advocate in 
East Baltimore — addressed the crowd, the 
group marched to Baltimore's police head- a 
quarters, blocking traffic on East Fayette Street, channe “justice for Sonia Massey” 
and “from Baltimore to Palestine, occupation is a crime.” 

The group carried signs exclaiming, “killer cops in cell blocks” with pictures of Massey’s 
killer, Sheriff’s Deputy Sean Grayson, and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. # 

The Peoples Power Assembly initiated the protest. # 


a & Education 
NOT POLICE TERROR 
Black Lives Matter 


Peoples Power Assembly 
Phone: 443-221-3775 
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Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, honors 


Ismail Haniyeh 


Struggle-La Lucha NY bureau 


Brooklyn, New York, Aug. 11-A hun- 
dred people gathered in the Bay Ridge 
neighborhood to honor the late Ismail 
Haniyeh. The Palestinian leader was 
assassinated in Tehran by the Zionist 
apartheid regime on July 31. Three of 
his sons and four grandchildren were 
murdered in Gaza in an Israeli air 
strike in April. 

Haniyeh was born in 1962 in Gaza’s 
Shati refugee camp, where his fami- 
ly lived after being driven from their 
home in the occupied Palestinian city 
of Ashkelon in 1948. 

The vigil and Salatul Ghaib (a fu- 
neral prayer) was called by PAL Awda, 
New York / New Jersey: the Palestine 
Right to Return Coalition. 

A leader of the Islamic Resistance 
Movement, known as Hamas, Hani- 
yeh had been a key negotiator in the 
talks to stop the genocide being com- 
mitted in Gaza by Netanyahu and 
Biden. 

The foul murder of Ismail Haniyeh 
shows that the Zionist occupiers and 
its Pentagon backers want that geno- 
cide to continue. 

Haniyeh’s assassination was as 
if Nixon and Kissinger decided to 
murder Lé Dúc Tho, the leading Viet- 
namese negotiator, at the Paris Peace 
Talks. 

The vigil opened with a statement 
from PAL Awda: 

“We send our condolences to Pal- 
estine and Palestinians across the 
world, for whom this loss is a national 
and personal tragedy as much as it is 
a political and legal crime. The Hon- 
orable Ismael Haniyeh lived a life in 
sacrifice and service to Palestinians 
with profound love and humility. He 
endured the most difficult conditions, 
lived a life in struggle, and under con- 
stant threat of assassination for his 
sacrifice and service to protecting the 
lives and lands of Palestinians. A life 
he was forced to live by the criminal 
and sadistic zionist project which has 
perpetrated the worst crimes seen in 


modern history for 
76 years. Despite this, 
and in a show of epic 
mercy, patience, and 
peacefulness, the Hon- 
orable Haniyeh spent 
decades trying to bro- 
ker peace. 

“For all that he was, 
he was deeply beloved 
as a father, son and 
brother by Palestin- 
ians and all who met 
and worked with him. 
The Honorable Hani- 
yeh was known for 
his depth of kindness 
and his affectionate 
demeanor. He truly 
embodied the traits of 
the most committed of 
freedom fighters and 
servants of the people. 
For this, he remains 
the last democratically 
elected leader in Pales- 
tine, to date.” 

The statement held 
“the entire U.S. rul- 
ing class responsible” 
for Haniyeh’s assas- 
sination. “While the 
ICC has issued seven 
charges of war crimes 
and crimes against humanity against 
Benjamin Netanyahu,” less than a 
week before the murder, “Wash- 
ington shamelessly welcomed and 
honored him at Congress. President 
Biden, Vice President Harris and GOP 
candidate Trump all met with him 
privately.” 

A message was read from Lamis 
Deek, a human rights attorney and 
leader in the Palestinian communi- 
ty, denouncing Haniyeh’s murder. 
Omowale Clay, chairman of the De- 
cember 12th Movement, praised Is- 
mail Haniyeh as a leader dedicated to 
liberating Palestinians. Rabbi Weiss 
of Neturei Karta, who attended Hani- 
yeh’s funeral in Qatar, condemned 
Zionism and its apartheid regime. 


SLL photo: Stephen Millies 
Remembering Ismail Haniyeh. 


While an estimated 700 million 
people around the world have taken 
part in prayers to honor Haniyeh, cor- 
porate-owned social media in the U.S. 
censored publicity for the New York 
vigil. 

The mourners marched a short 
distance through the community to 
a masjid, where prayers were held. 
Ismail Haniyeh will not be forgotten. 

As the PAL Awda statement con- 
cluded, “In the words of the late Fred 
Hampton, Black Panther leader and 
Field Marshal of the Illinois Chapter 
who was murdered in 1969 by Chica- 
go PD: ‘You can kill a revolutionary, 
but you can’t kill the revolution.” # 
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Free the UHURU 3: 
Defend anti-imperialist organizing 


By Cheryl LaBash 


We are told that a hallmark of “de- 
mocracy,” capitalism style, is freedom 
of speech. Turns out though yow'd bet- 
ter not speak up against the war ma- 
chine, or else militarized SWAT teams 
will knock down your door, especially 
if you support Black liberation. 

That is what happened on July 29, 
2022, to the African People’s Socialist 
Party — UHURU homes and offices in 
multiple cities. Then, it took nine more 
months to concoct the indictment of 
the UHURU 3, APSP Chairman Omali 
Yeshitela, Penny Hess, and Jesse Nevel, 
charging them with failing to “regis- 
ter as foreign agents” and conspiracy. 
The trial is scheduled for Sept. 3 in 
Tampa. An August 31 demonstration is 
planned for St. Petersburg, the site of 
one of the raided offices. 

If the issue really was a failure to 
register, the government had other le- 
gal avenues to notify alleged violators 
other than massive, excessively vio- 
lent early morning raids using flash- 
bang grenades at long-standing resi- 
dential addresses. 

“The completely bogus government 
narration claims they “conspired with 
Russia to sow discord in the U.S. (18 
U.S.C. $ 371, 18 U.S.C $ 951). This a prec- 
edent-setting case that spells the end 


Uhuru 3 and supporters outside a courtroom. 


of the First Amendment by criminal- 
izing dissenting speech and opinion. 
These racist charges imply that Black 
people are incapable of developing 
a theory, strategy, and practical pro- 
grams for African liberation, as the 
Uhuru Movement has done over more 
than 50 years,” Uhuru responded to 
the indictments. 

At issue is the right of people in the 
United States to speak, write, and 
organize disagreement with the fed- 
eral government’s policies and prac- 
tices — particularly its foreign poli- 
cy — and associate with co-thinkers 
internationally. 

International solidarity and anti- 


405 years of ‘Black Jobs’ 


Continued from page 4 


by keeping their names off its patent 
application.) 

Nor was Trump thinking of the 
computer wizard Dr. Mark Dean, who 
holds 27 patents including three of 
the nine patents which made desktop 
computers available for personal use. 
Dean designed the ISA systems bus, 
which allows the linking of printers 
and modems with computers, and 
helped develop the color PC monitor. 

When Trump says “Black Jobs” he 
means the so-called menial workers, 


the ones who work in “dirty jobs” and 
clean up after all the Trumps. 

During the COVID pandemic, these 
workers became known for what they 
really are: essential. They kept society 
running, something that banksters 
and real estate sharks like Trump 
could never do. 

Just during the first year of the pan- 
demic, over 3,000 healthcare workers 
died in the U.S. 

While operating and maintaining 
the New York Metropolitan Transit Au- 
thority’s subways, trains, and buses, 
156 workers died of COVID-19. 
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imperialist collaboration are grow- 
ing in our globalized world. In- 
stantaneous communication using 
webinars, meetings, conferences, so- 
cial media, and communication chats 
potentially involves participants 
spanning continents. 

Don’t let the government use its mas- 
sive anti-Russia propaganda to win 
this attack on all who fight for peace 
and just causes. Uhuru owns a 50-year 
history of exposing genocide against 
Black communities, international col- 
laboration, and organizing. 

Find out how you can donate and 
support the UHURU 3 at https://hand- 
soffuhuru.org/events/. + 


John Tyson and other dead animal 
capitalists demanded that Trump is- 
sue an executive order keeping the 
meatpacking plants open. In the fol- 
lowing months, over 59,000 meatpack- 
ing workers fell ill, and at least 269 
died of the virus. The vast majority of 
these workers were Latinx, Black, and/ 
orimmigrants. 

As the Staple Singers asked in their 
great song, when will we be paid for 
the work we've done? 

Make the Waltons, the Trumps, and 
all the billionaire families that run the 
United States pay reparations! # 
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U.S. fails in attempts to create 
a coup in Venezuela 


By Lallan Schoenstein 


Defying news of Venezuelan Presi- 
dent Nicolas Maduro's election victory, 
verified by the U.S. National Lawyers 
Guild, among many others, U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Antony Blinken issued a 
press release on Aug. 1 which stated: 

“Given the overwhelming evidence, 
itis clear to the United States ... that Ed- 
mundo González Urrutia won the most 
votes in Venezuela's July 28 presiden- 
tial election.” 

Following the White House state- 
ment, the U.S. media reported: 

e CBS News: “U.S. Recognizes Opposi- 
tion’s Edmundo González As 
Winner”; 

e New York Times: “U.S. Recognizes 
Maduro’s Rival as Winner”; 

A week later, State Department 
spokesperson Matthew Miller, speak- 
ing in a press conference, retreated 
by offering a conflicting version of the 
U.S. position on the election: 

Question: “Is the U.S. ready to 
recognize another interim president, 
similar to what happened earlier 
with Guaid6?” 

Miller: “No, that’s not a step that 
we have taken as of yet.” 

CBS, the New York Times, or any oth- 
er U.S. corporate media did not report 
on that press conference. Despite the 
overwhelming evidence of a fair and 
transparent election, the U.S. govern- 
ment has still refused to recognize 
President Nicolas Maduro’s election. 

They reported that they would not 
recognize the result even before the 
election. Many attempts were reported 
on election day to disrupt and discred- 
it the secure electronic voting system. 
There was even a mysterious cyberat- 
tack that stalled the process. 

Having lost the election, the oppo- 
sition immediately began violent at- 
tacks to incite terror and confusion. 
They attacked symbols of the Venezue- 
lan Revolution: schools and health cen- 
ters in working-class areas, public bus 
stations and buses, offices of Chavista 
communes and parties, and statues 


of figures who had set the Bolivarian 
Revolution in motion (including a stat- 
ue of Chavez as well as the Indigenous 
Chief Coromoto). At least two militants 
of the United Socialist Party of Vene- 
zuela (PSUV) - Isabel Cirila Gil from 
Bolivar state and Mayauri Coromoto 
Silva Vilma from Aragua state — were 
assassinated, and other Chavistas, po- 
lice, and officials were brutally beaten 
and captured. 

Every day since the election, hun- 
dreds of thousands of Chavistas have 
taken to the streets of Caracas and 
elsewhere. In each of these marches, 
the chant no volverán” - they will not 
return - reverberated amongst the 
crowd. The oligarchy, they said, will 
not return. 

Far-right politicians Edmundo 
Gonzalez and Maria Corina Machado 
campaigned in opposition to Maduro’s 
government. A quick look at the back- 
ground of the latest cast of U.S. puppets 
shows why they lost the election. 

Carlos Ron, Venezuela’s Deputy Min- 
ister of Foreign Affairs and president 
of the Simon Bolivar Institute, spoke 
from Caracas on Aug. 7 in a People’s 
Forum broadcast titled “Venezuela’s 
Fight Against Coups, Sanctions & Hy- 
brid Warfare.” Ron discussed the ram- 
ifications of the U.S. sanctions and the 
attack on Venezuela’s elections. 

“First of all, when you try to look for 
the program that Gonzalez ran on, well 
-you can only find an English version 
and then you see that it’s proposing to 
privatize the oil industry which is not 
a small thing. Venezuela has the larg- 
est oil reserves in the world.” Think of 
the need of the hyper-militarized U.S. 
economy for fossil fuels to engage in 
global warfare. There’s no bombers 
that fly on solar energy. 

“Then there’s the case of Maria Cori- 
na Machado, the U.S. choice for a pres- 
idential candidate. Machado hasn't 
been eligible to hold public office since 
2015. The main reason was her appeal 
for sanctions against her own country 
in 2014. As a member of the National 
Assembly, she allowed Panama to set 


her up as a permanent Panamanian 
representative before the Organiza- 
tion of American States so that she 
could ask for sanctions against Vene- 
zuela. This is illegal under the Venezu- 
elan Constitution.” 

A report in the Orinoco Tribune on 
Aug. 4 outlined Gonzales’ diplomatic 
career. From 1979 to 1985, under the re- 
gime of Venezuelan puppet ruler Car- 
los Andrés Pérez, Edmundo Gonzalez 
worked in the Venezuelan Embassy in 
San Salvador. As an embassy official, 
he participated in the United States’ 
Plan Cóndor counterinsurgency proj- 
ect to eliminate revolutions across 
Latin America. In El Salvador, the aim 
was to destroy the Salvadoran popular 
armed revolution. 

According to former FMLN Com- 
mander Nidia Diaz, during the late 
1970s and early 1980s, the conspiracies 
to capture, torture, disappear, and kill 
revolutionaries and their sympathiz- 
ers were planned in the Venezuelan 
embassy in El Salvador. During that 
period, the Salvadoran armed forces 
and the death squads killed 13,194 ci- 
vilians, among them St. Oscar Arnulfo 
Romero, archbishop of the Catholic 
Church of El Salvador, and four nuns 
of the Maryknoll order. 


The opposition program 


The Gonzales/Machado campaign 
program was a program for privatiza- 
tion, returning expropriated property 
to the oligarchy, importing exploit- 
ative capitalist enterprises, and cut- 
ting back on social programs. It was 
the neoliberal fantasy that they were 
unable to sell to Venezuelans despite 
the economic hardship caused by the 
U.S. sanctions. 

Carlos Ron said that when a gov- 
ernment invests in social programs 
that transform society to improve life, 
nobody will support a neoliberal plat- 
form. During the last 25 years, Venezu- 
ela has gotten rid of illiteracy. Because 
of their relationship with Cuba, Ven- 
ezuela was able to bring Cuban doc- 
tors to inner cities and to rural areas 


to give people health care for the first 
time in their lives. Venezuela, one of 
the harshest and most unequal soci- 
eties before the Bolivarian Revolution 
when Hugo Chavez took office as Pres- 
ident in 1999, became one of the most 
equal societies. 

When U.S. sanctions on Venezuela 
caused food shortages, the country 
turned to its own agriculture. Today, a 
country that had imported 80% of its 
food is now producing the food that it 
needs locally. In most cases, the food 
is healthier because they can’t import 
the U.S. pesticides and chemicals that 
make food production more danger- 
ous for consumption. 

In a sign that Venezuela is recover- 
ing from the hyperinflationary crisis 
beginning in 2017, brought about by 
U.S. financial and trade sanctions, the 
Central Bank (BCV) published a report 
showing that monthly inflation in July 
was 0.7%, confirming the trend toward 
a price reduction. 


Sanctions are warfare 


On July 25, the Washington Post re- 
leased the results of an investigation 
titled “The Money War: How four U.S. 
presidents unleashed economic war- 
fare across the globe.” 

The Post report reveals that Pres- 
idents Bush, Obama, Trump, and 
Biden have placed some form of sanc- 
tions against a third of the countries 
around the world. “The United States 
is imposing sanctions at a record-set- 
ting pace again this year, with more 
than 60 percent of low-income coun- 
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tries now under some form of finan- 
cial penalty, according to a Washing- 
ton Post analysis.” 

“Sanctions on Venezuela, for in- 
stance, contributed to an economic 
contraction roughly three times as 
large as that caused by the Great De- 
pression in the United States.” 

After the U.S. proclaimed Gonzales 
the winner, Panama's President José 
Raúl Mulino followed suit and met 
U.S. General Laura Richardson of U.S. 
Southern Command. He proposed a 
regional summit of presidents who 
might support this intervention. Un- 
surprisingly, many countries in the 
region rejected Mulino's proposal 
point blank. 

“No country has the right to ‘foment 
actions’ that are not within the frame- 
work of respect for the self-determi- 
nation of peoples,” said the Bolivarian 
Alliance for the Peoples of Our Ameri- 
ca, or ALBA, whose members include 
Antigua and Barbuda, Bolivia, Cuba, 
Dominica, Grenada, Nicaragua, Saint 
Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vin- 
cent and the Grenadines, and Venezu- 
ela. In a statement, the organization 
described Panama’s proposal as “in- 
terventionist,” with the aim of desta- 
bilizing Venezuela or even fomenting 
a coup in the country. 


President Maduro 
defends his country 

On Aug. 3, President Maduro said 
that if the U.S. government and its 
partners continued to intervene, Vene- 
zuela would give the oil and gas blocks 
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A supermarket in Caracas, 
August 2024. Monthly 
inflation in July was 0.7%, 
down from 1% in June, con- 
firming the trend towards 
a reduction in prices after 
Venezuela suffered hyper- 
inflation caused by the U.S. 
sanctions. 


that have already been 
signed over to the U.S. and 
other Western companies 
“to our allies in the BRICS.” 

The BRICS nations have 
invested much in Venezue- 
la’s oil and gas sectors. Ven- 
ezuela and Bolivia want to 
join BRICS. Maduro said that the group- 
ing, which includes Brazil, Russia, Chi- 
na, India, and South Africa, offers inter- 
esting economic opportunities. 

China and Russia were among the 
first countries to congratulate Maduro 
on his election victory. 

Russia has a long-standing mili- 
tary partnership with Venezuela. The 
Smolny training ship of the Russian 
Baltic Fleet docked in Venezuela’s 
La Guaira port on Aug. 5 as part of a 
“working visit.” The ship’s crew at- 
tended a wreath-laying ceremony at 
the Bolivar-Chavez Plaza and other 
events. The visit comes just weeks af- 
ter two Russian military ships, includ- 
ing the Admiral Gorshkov - the most 
advanced frigate in the Russian fleet 
- anchored for four days at La Guaira. 
Venezuelan Defense Minister Vladi- 
mir Padrino López said the visit was 
intended to strengthen military-tech- 
nical cooperation between Caracas 
and Moscow. 


U.S. financial giants 
and the opposition 


One significant supporter of the op- 
position candidate revealed the hid- 
den support of millions of U.S. dollars 
for an electoral coup. The Carter Cen- 
ter, which, until this year’s elections, 
found nothing to fault with previous 
elections, is no longer an independent 
observer. 

Its current CEO, Paige Alexander, 
who was appointed after Venezuela’s 
previous election, comes from USAID/ 
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U.S. reaffirms its support for Israeli 
genocide with another $20B in arms 


By Steven Almeida 


As the genocide in Gaza marked its 
300th day of bloodshed, Israel contin- 
ues to demonstrate its intentions to 
prolong the genocide while provoking 
a possible regional war. 

In a series of assassinations in late 
July, Israel targeted and killed Hamas 
political bureau chief Ismail Haniyeh 
and Hezbollah military command- 
er Fouad Shukur. Mohammad Deif, a 
senior Hamas military leader and a 
founder of the Qassam Brigades, was 
also confirmed killed in an Israeli air 
raid in southern Gaza on July 13. 

These assassinations reveal a sense 
of desperation from the Netanyahu 
regime, as their campaign has failed 
to destroy the Palestinian resistance. 
More importantly, the assassinations 
demonstrate the regime’s total disin- 
terest in achieving a ceasefire-hostage 
deal, given that Haniyeh was Hamas” 
chief negotiator. 

The string of assassinations has 
also not affected the U.S. imperialists’ 
support — far from it. Washington has 
ordered its naval assets in the region 
to move into position expeditiously 
while also approving an additional 
$20 billion worth of tanks, jets, and 
missiles to Israel. This is on top of the 
$3.5 billion released to Israel just ear- 
lier this month in August. As a client 
state, Israel is powerless and cannot 
exist without the U.S. 

Meanwhile, there's no relief for 
working-class people in the U.S. who 
cart afford food and rent. The Guard- 
ian recently reported that, between 
2014 and 2023, 11,500 people died 
unhoused just in Los Angeles Coun- 
ty. Three thousand were seniors. This 
contrast in the allocation of resources 
makes Washington’s priorities clear. 


A path to peace? 


The question remains how Isra- 
el’s latest provocations will alter the 
political landscape of West Asia and 
affect ceasefire negotiations moving 
forward. 


It’s important to highlight how cen- 
tral Haniyeh was to the negotiation 
process. He and his delegation were 
adamant that any deals made would 
need to include a full and complete 
end to the war, the withdrawal of Is- 
raeli forces from the Gaza Strip, and 
the relinquishing of control over the 
Rafah Crossing — all of which have 
been nonstarters for the Netanhayu 
regime since a ceasefire proposal was 
first put forward. 

What is made clear now is that the 
Israelis were never interested in nego- 
tiating to begin with and instead used 
the notion of a ceasefire-hostage deal 
as a Stalling tactic. At the same time, 
they pursued their stated agenda of 
incapacitating Hamas and the Pales- 
tinian community both politically and 
militarily. 

Before the assassination of Ismail 
Haniyeh, hopes for a hostage-ceasefire 
deal were at a standstill. In May of this 
year, Hamas, through its mediators in 
Cairo and Doha, had agreed in prin- 
ciple to a hostage-ceasefire proposal. 
However, negotiations quickly unrav- 
eled as Netanyahu doubled down on 
his commitment to “eradicate” Hamas 
from the Gaza Strip and continued 
with his siege of Rafah. 

The following month, in June, 
Hamas responded positively to a U.N.- 
backed ceasefire plan. Yet that same 
week, the Israelis responded by press- 
ing on with their assault and embark- 
ing on yet another bombing campaign 
in Al-Mawasi, the only designated hu- 
manitarian “safe zone” by the Israeli 
military. 

The assassination of Haniyeh marks 
a dangerous new turn in the conflict. It 
not only places any hopes for a cease- 
fire deal on the back-burner, but it fur- 
ther escalates simmering tensions in 
the region. 

Because the assassinations of Hani- 
yeh and Shukur took place within 
the sovereign borders of Iran and 
Lebanon, respectively, both nations 
are entitled under international law 
to respond however they see fit. Both 


the United States and Israel are keen- 
ly aware of this, which is why the US. 
has already preemptively dispatched 
warships and fighter jets to the region 
in anticipation of an Iranian response. 

As of now, U.S. forces have been at- 
tacked at the Ain al-Asad airbase in 
western Iraq, while Hezbollah has 
claimed responsibility for a drone at- 
tack in northern Israel. 

Notably, assassinations are one of 
Washington’s preferred tactics, going 
back many decades. Obama pioneered 
the use of drones in this regard, and 
we are only four years out from the 
Trump administration’s assassination 
of Iranian General Qasem Soleimani 
in Baghdad, Iraq. 

That same month, January 2020, 
Iraq was rocked by massive protests 
that forced the country’s parliament 
to pass a resolution to expel all foreign 
troops from the country. The U.S. has 
still not complied, showing its impe- 
rial disregard for the sovereignty of 
both Iraq and Iran. 


Legacy of targeted assassinations 
Make no mistake, the assassination 
of Haniyeh continues a long legacy 
of targeted killings by U.S.-backed 
Zionist occupation forces meant to 
disorient and demoralize regional re- 
sistance forces. Extrajudicial killings 
have been a hallmark of Israeli intelli- 
gence agencies going as far back as the 
beginning of the settler state. 

In 1972, Israel launched Operation 
Wrath of God in response to the righ- 
teous actions of Palestinian athletes 
- banned from that year’s Olympic 
Games held in Munich - who held 
Israeli athletes hostage, demanding 
an exchange for hundreds of Pales- 
tinian and Lebanese prisoners held in 
Israeli jails. 

Despite these actions being herald- 
ed as military successes and a show 
of might in popular media, such as 
Steven Spielberg’s 2005 dramatiza- 
tion of the events, the assassinations 
strengthened the resolve of the Pales- 
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Thousands attended'the funeral of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh Iran. 


Continued from page 10 


tinian people and the resistance. 

It should go without saying that po- 
sitions of leadership within Hamas 
are not without their occupational 
hazards. Since its inception, many of 
Hamas’ leaders have been assassinat- 
ed while still in office. Hamas’ founder 
and spiritual leader, Sheikh Ahmed 
Yassin, was assassinated in 2004 — and 
just 15 days later, Yassin's successor, 
Abdel Aziz al-Rantisi, was targeted 
and killed by the Israeli air force. An 
attempted assassination was also car- 
ried out on Khaled Mashal, the succes- 
sor to al-Rantisi. 

Similarly, Haniyeh’s predecessor 
and founding member of the Al-Qa- 
ssam Brigades, Saleh al-Arouri, was 
assassinated by an Israeli airstrike in 
Lebanon earlier this year, in January. 

Upon closer examination, it be- 
comes apparent that Israel’s strategy 
of high-profile assassinations does 
very little to break the resolve of re- 
sistance groups on the ground, nor 
does it make very much sense strate- 
gically, as Hamas continues to demon- 
strate its ability to seamlessly transi- 
tion between leaders if and when one 
is martyred. However, it is not out of 
the realm of possibility that these ac- 
tions are simply meant to provoke a 
response from its neighbors and non- 
state actors alike. 


Where things currently stand 


Hamas recently announced that Ya- 
hya Sinwar is the new political bureau 
chief. As the leader of Hamas in Gaza, 
Sinwar has played a critical role in 
ceasefire negotiations and is believed 
to be one of the principal architects 
of Operation Al-Aqsa Flood on Oct. 7, 


2023. Because of this, Sinwar stands 
as a wanted man by the International 
Criminal Court and the Netanyahu re- 
gime, who’ve placed Sinwar at the top 
of their most wanted list. 

Sinwar’s appointment as head of 
Hamas’ political bureau not only plac- 
es Gaza at the front and center of any 
future ceasefire-hostage negotiations 
but also demonstrates that despite 
Israel’s declared objective of wiping 
Hamas “off the face of the Earth,” the 
group remains resilient and united on 
multiple fronts. 

In recent days it has been reported 
that U.S. Secretary of State Anthony 
Blinken has pressured Sinwar to accept 
a deal on less than favorable terms, 
stating that Sinwar “has been and re- 
mains the primary decider when it 
comes to concluding the ceasefire,” and 
urged Hamas to meet to finalize nego- 
tiations scheduled for Aug.15. Hamas 
has responded to this by reiterating its 
support for the previous proposal put 
forth earlier this summer and stating 
that Hamas would “study” the invi- 
tation despite reports in the Western 
press claiming they had pulled out of 
negotiations entirely. 

U.S. President Joe Biden mumbles 
his way through diversions while in- 
creasing the arms shipments to Israel 
and sending an additional armada to 
the region while threatening Iran. He 
issued a joint statement with Europe- 
an allies that calls on Iran to “stand 
down” when it is Israel that is on the 
attack. 

This serves as a reminder that the 
genocide of the Palestinian people is 
being carried out with the explicit 
endorsement of the U.S. government, 
both militarily and financially. # 
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CIA. She has also served on the board 
of the Free Russia Foundation. 

Now, just a few of Carter Center’s 
list of sponsors include the U.S. State 
Department, USAID/CIA, Belgium, the 
U.K. Development Office, Pfizer, Open 
Society, Coca-Cola, the Gates Foun- 
dation, the Turner Foundation, the 
Rockefeller Foundation, and the Wal- 
ton Foundation. 

Proving that social media is a potent 
political weapon, Elon Musk - who had 
said of Bolivia, “We will coup whoever 
we want! Deal with it” - weighed in on 
support for the overthrow of the Vene- 
zuelan revolution. On Aug. 8, President 
Maduro declared, “X out for 10 days! 
Elon Musk out!” He announced his de- 
cision to ban the social network tem- 
porarily and accused its owner of us- 
ing it to promote hatred and violence 
after Venezuela’s presidential election. 

On Aug. 6, Maduro publicly deleted 
the WhatsApp messaging app (owned 
by Mark Zuckerberg’s Meta) during his 
weekly TV show and urged supporters 
to switch to Telegram. 

A report by the New York Times on 
Aug. 4 gave a clue to the financial heft 
of foundations. The Gates Foundation’s 
resources dwarf those of most other 
big global foundations, and its annu- 
al budget exceeds that of the World 
Health Organization. 

“Not unlike an undulating octopus, 
the foundation has its tentacles in a 
variety of global issues. ... With offic- 
es scattered across the globe, it has 
built an enormous — and sometimes 
invisible — network of ties with gov- 
ernments, multilateral institutions, 
corporations, countries, universities, 
and nonprofits. 

“In 2019, the foundation — whose in- 
fluence, size and practices had already 
invited criticism about its approach 
being neocolonial, antidemocratic and 
too reliant on the idea that technology 
can solve all problems, reflecting Mr. 
Gates’s view.” 

Despite all the powerful imperialist 
attacks wielded to sabotage its revo- 
lution, Venezuela’s people continue to 
build their society. They have spoken 
out to defend their progress. # 
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Olympics: Racism, misogyny € transphobia 
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on the famous painting “The Feast of 
the Gods” by Dutch artist Jan van Bi- 
jlert, which is housed in a French mu- 
seum. The painting depicts a celebra- 
tion of the gods of Greek mythology. 

But the main target of the anti-trans 
attacks has been Imane Khelif, a wom- 
an boxer from Algeria. 


Trans women banned by IOC 


The International Olympic Commit- 
tee (IOC) does not allow trans women 
to compete if they went through the 
wrong puberty - that is unless they 
were able to use puberty blockers 
and transition before adolescence — 
among other Draconian restrictions 
that amount to a blanket ban. 

This is an impossible standard to 
meet for trans women athletes in most 
countries, and increasingly even in 
the few Western countries like the U.S. 
and Britain where some trans youth 
were able to transition early because 
of rampant attacks on life-saving gen- 
der-affirming care, especially for kids. 

This year, only one trans man ath- 
lete (boxer Hergie Bacyadan from the 
Philippines) and two nonbinary ath- 
letes (soccer player Quinn from Can- 
ada and runner Nikki Hiltz from the 
U.S.) are competing out of 193 openly 
LGBTQIA+ athletes. 

Since no trans women are compet- 
ing in this year’s Olympics, the trans 
panic has instead targeted cisgender 
women who don’t meet white West- 
ern standards of “femininity.” 

(Cisgender is a term that describes 
people whose gender identity aligns 
with the sex they were assigned at 
birth. Transgender describes people 
whose gender identity does not align 
with the sex they were assigned at 
birth.) 

Welterweight boxer Imane Khelif 
of Algeria and featherweight boxer 
Lin Yu-ting of Taiwan (identified at 
the Olympics as Chinese Taipei), both 
cis women competing in Paris, were 
previously disqualified by the Inter- 
national Boxing Association (IBA) 
at last year’s Women’s World Boxing 
Championships in New Delhi. 

Allegedly, when the boxers were 
subject to undisclosed testing under 
new anti-trans rules, these two wom- 


en’s tests showed some XY chromo- 
somes in addition to the more com- 
mon XX chromosomes for cisgender 
women. 


Toxic bigotry targets athletes 


Last year, the International Olym- 
pic Committee broke ties with the IBA 
over corruption and financial malfea- 
sance. The IBA has refused to release 
details of the women’s tests. The IOC — 
no friend of trans people, as we have 
seen — included Khelif and Lin in this 
year’s games without issue. 

CNN reported: “The IBA did not say 
what test the pair had been subjected 
to. ‘The athletes did not undergo a tes- 
tosterone examination but were sub- 
ject to a separate and recognized test, 
whereby the specifics remain confi- 
dential,’ it said. 

“IOC spokesperson Adams dismissed 
the IBA’s test, calling it ‘arbitrary, and 
said the pair were disqualified by the 
IBA ‘without any due process.” 

Humans have wide chromosomal 
variations, including cisgender women 
who have some XY chromosomes and 
cisgender men who have some XX chro- 
mosomes, among other combinations. 

Both Khelif and Lin were assigned 
female at birth and identify with their 
assigned genders. Both have lived 
as women their entire lives; neither 
identifies as trans nor were they ever 
diagnosed as intersex. They have al- 
ways competed in women’s athletics. 
Both have suffered many losses as well 
as victories on their road to the 2024 
Olympics. 

None of this mattered to the far-right 
hate campaign that exploded on social 
media after Italian boxer Angela Ca- 
rini resigned in tears during a match 
against Khelif on Aug. 1. The ongoing, 
highly coordinated international cam- 
paign against trans people and trans 
rights, based in the United States, 
was searching for an opportunity, 
and seized on a white woman’s tears 
to demonize an Arab/African woman 
whom they deemed “masculine.” 

Hateful memes and headlines flood- 
ed social media and some mainstream 
media, including the Boston Globe 
(owned by the notoriously anti-trans 
New York Times). The fake campaign 
of outrage at a “male” hitting a wom- 


an during a boxing match was picked 
up and spread virally across the globe 
- including, shamefully, by some “left- 
ists” who went full-in on anti-trans 
hate and misogyny. 

Before her next bout, Khelif was 
subject to hateful propaganda by Hun- 
garian opponent Anna Luca Hamori, 
including an extremely racist meme 
depicting Khelif as a monstrous mi- 
notaur in the boxing ring against a 
smaller feminine opponent. After 
Khelif defeated Hamori on Aug. 3, she 
flashed an “X” with her fingers - a dog 
whistle to the racist and anti-trans fas- 
cists watching. 

On Aug. 9, Imane Khelif won the 
Olympic gold medal, defeating China’s 
Liu Yang in the final. 

“Hours before Khelif battled for a 
gold medal in the women’s welter- 
weight division Friday night, women 
arrived at Roland Garros wrapped in 
Algerian flags, many with no interest 
in boxing, but with the sole aim at sup- 
porting the 25-year-old boxer thrust 
into a worldwide clash over gender 
identity and regulation in sports,” the 
Associated Press reported. 


Support from Palestinian team 

The Italian boxer, Carini, later is- 
sued a half-hearted apology to Khelif. 
There have been rumors that she was 
pressured by the IBA and the NATO 
Italian government (headed by fas- 
cist Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni) 
to throw the match. NATO member 
Hungary is similarly headed by a far- 
right regime that wages open war on 
LGBTQIA+ people. 

The Algerian government and peo- 
ple responded with outrage to the 
charges against Khelif and the hate 
campaign fueled by white European 
governments and media, and celeb- 
rity bigots like “Harry Potter” author 
J.K. Rowling, YouTube star Jake Paul, 
and Twitter/X owner Elon Musk. The 
large Algerian diaspora in France has 
turned out to loudly support Khelif in 
her matches. 

“Algerian flags lined Roland-Gar- 
ros’ lower sections, and Khelif entered 
the arena second, to the night’s loud- 
est cheers and deafening chants of 
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Don't be fooled by Tim Walz 


By Lev Koufax 


So, the Democratic Party finally has 
a complete ticket in the race for War- 
monger in Chief. In a text message to 
supporters, presumptive Democratic 
nominee Kamala Harris announced 
that Minnesota Governor Tim Walz 
will be her running mate this Novem- 
ber. Within minutes of Harris’ selec- 
tion, the entire Democratic party estab- 
lishment was crowing over Mr. Walz. 

Marc Mellman, chair of the Demo- 
cratic Majority for Israel fundraising 
PAC, commented that Walz is a “proud 
pro-Israel Democrat with a strong re- 
cord of supporting the U.S.-Israel rela- 
tionship.” Former President but forev- 
er corrupt racist, Bill Clinton heralded 
Walz as “a terrific choice.” That alone 
should give one pause. 

Several media outlets commented 
on the electoral logic of Harris” deci- 
sion to pick Walz instead of Pennsylva- 
nia governor and genocide cheerlead- 


er Josh Shapiro. Unlike Shapiro, Walz 
does not have a long history as an 
openly firebrand Zionist. Walz’s cam- 
paigns and political administrations 
have focused on domestic and Min- 
nesota-specific issues, and his com- 
ments on foreign policy are limited. 
Luckily, the Zionist propaganda ser- 
vice known as the Jewish Telegraph- 
ic Agency (JTA) was kind enough to 
compile and publish all of Walz's 
pro-”Israel” comments and policies, 
presumably to comfort conservative 
Zionist-Jewish voters who may view 


Olympics: Racism, misogyny & transphobia 


Continued from page 12 


“I-MANE!,” Yahoo Sports reported of 
the Aug. 6 match. 

France, the Olympic host country, 
was the colonial occupier of Algeria 
and ruled with an iron fist until driv- 
en out in 1962. 

The Palestinian delegation issued 
a statement in solidarity with Khe- 
lif, which condemned “the unethical 
behavior targeting the distinguished 
Algerian champion .... The Palestinian 
Olympic Committee stands in full soli- 
darity with Imane Khalif [who] exem- 
plifies excellence, determination and 
resilience.” 


‘It can destroy people’ 

Nonbinary Olympic runner Nikki 
Hiltz declared: “Anti-trans rhetoric is 
anti-woman. These people aren’t ‘pro- 
tecting women’s sports,’ they are en- 
forcing rigid gender norms and any- 
one who doesn’t fit perfectly into those 
norms is targeted and vilified.” 

Many women of color have noted 
that Dutee Chand, Caster Semenya, 


Annet Negesa, and Serena Williams 
are among the other Black and Brown 
women who have been accused of being 
men for outperforming white athletes. 

In an interview with SNTV, Khelif 
said: “I send a message to all the peo- 
ple of the world to uphold the Olympic 
principles and the Olympic Charter, to 
refrain from bullying all athletes, be- 
cause this has effects, massive effects. 
It can destroy people, it can kill peo- 
ple’s thoughts, spirit and mind. It can 
divide people. And because of that, I 
ask them to refrain from bullying.” 

Sally Jane Black, an organizer of the 
Protect Trans Lives Coalition and the 
Oct. 19 National March and Speakout 
for Trans Lives in Columbus, Ohio, 
summed up: 

“Even if Imane Khelif were trans, 
she should still be allowed to compete 
in the Olympics as a woman. Let’s not 
lose sight of that, even as we address 
the fact that the anti-trans movement 
is wrong about who she is due to their 
narrow and hateful definition of 
womanhood.” # 


At the University of Min- 
nesota. As the genocide 
continued and the campus 
encampment movement 
against Zionism grew, 
Gov. Tim Walz condemned 
protesters and framed the 
pro-Palestine movement 
as anti-Semitic. 


the selection of Walz as a move away 
from “Israel.” These Zionists need not 
be worried. Their genocidal regime is 
safe in the hands of Harris and Walz. 

As Minnesota’s governor, Walz 
consistently refused to take any ac- 
tion to repeal Minnesota’s anti-BDS 
law or disinvest Minnesota’s govern- 
ment from its $3 billion investment 
in Israeli war bonds and U.S. defense 
contractors. 

As printed in the JTA, Walz referred 
to the Palestinian rebellion of Oct. 7 as 
demonstrative of an “absolute lack of 
humanity, terrorism and barbarism.” 
Walz continued, “That’s not a geopo- 
litical discussion. That’s murder.” So, 
Gov. Walz, are the Palestinian people 
supposed to meet missiles with “geo- 
political discussion”? Imperialist pol- 
iticians can’t help but shame the op- 
pressed for their resistance. 

In June, Walz told the Jewish Com- 
munity Relations Council of Minneso- 
ta and the Dakotas that those who fail 
to recognize “Israel” are anti-Semitic. 
For what it’s worth, there are plenty 
of Jewish people as well who refuse 
to recognize “Israel.” Tim Walz from 
Minnesota does not have the right to 
call anti-Zionist Jews anti-Semites. 

As the genocide continued and 
the campus encampment movement 
against Zionism grew, Walz condemned 
protesters and framed the pro-Pales- 
tine movement as anti-Semitic. 

Tim Walz, from Minnesota to Pal- 
estine, has made his position clear. 
Harris’s decision to choose Walz over 
Shapiro should not fool anyone into 
believing that a Harris administration 
will mean the end of the U.S.-backed 
genocidal regime in Palestine. After 
all, Walz essentially said so himself. 

Lev Koufax is an anti-Zionist Jewish 
activist. 
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Consequences of colonialism in 


A PUR without Puerto Ricans 


— Berta Joubert-Ceci 


From the Nigerian Vanguard 
newspaper, on the International 
Conference for the Eradication 
of Colonialism, held in Abuja, 
Nigeria, August 12-13, 2024: 

“It pointedly reminded those 
who are free of the fact that there 
are at least 61 territories still 
under colonialism. ... 

“Berta Joubert-Ceci, who 
flew in from the United States, 
presented the case of the 
3.3 million Puerto Rican people. 
The reception of her presentation 
indicated that the conference 
wants the 125-year colonization 
of Puerto Rico by the U.S. to be 
brought to an end.” 


Following is Joubert-Ceci’s 
presentation to the Conference for 
the Eradication of Colonialism. 


a colonial process through neo- 

liberalism by the United States in 
Puerto Rico (PUR) that, if not stopped 
now, will completely displace the na- 
tive population to create another enti- 
ty with the substitution of our popula- 
tion ... to the point of no return. They 
did it to Hawaii and Alaska. We don't 
want it to happen in Borikén! 

But first, let’s briefly see these at- 
tempts of extermination and displace- 
ment throughout the years. 

In 1934, after an island-wide agri- 
cultural strike, the then-U.S. chief of 
police Francis Riggs stated, “There 
will be a war to death against all 
Puerto Ricans.” 

In the same decade, Dr. Cornelious 
Rhoads, first Director of the Sloan 
Kettering Cancer Institute, stated to 
a friend while in PUR for “scientific” 
research: “I have done my best to fur- 
ther the process of extermination by 
killing off eight and transplanting 
cancer into several more.” 
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Berta Joubert-Ceci, left, with Miriam Morales, Cuban 


Ambassador to Nigeria, and Maggie Vascassenno. 


‘The yankees want the cage, but not the birds’ 


— Pedro Albizu Campos 


In the 1950s, the USA, as part of a 
birth control (eugenics) experiment, 
1/3 of Puerto Rican women were ster- 
ilized. In the 40s, hundreds of fami- 
lies were displaced from Vieques to 
make room for a U.S. Naval storing 
and practicing range, leaving only 1/3 
of the island for the population. Then, 
in the 60s, President Kennedy wanted 
to remove every person on the island, 
including their dead, emptying even 
the cemetery so there would be no rea- 
son for families to visit their deceased 
loved ones. And most recently, in the 
now-famous ex-governor  Roselló's 
Telegram chat, which once publicized, 
brought great outrage to the people, 
publicist Edwin Miranda said: “I saw 
the future, it was marvelous, there are 
no Puerto Ricans.” 


How is this colonial deepening 
being accomplished now? 


We are under a Process of Bankrupt- 
cy for an Odious or Illegitimate Debt 
under International Law. The govern- 
ment sold Bonds “triple tax free” that 
paid very high interest. Municipal 
bonds to finance operations, borrow- 
ing also to pay the interest. Not to de- 
velop the island's economy. Vulture 
hedge funds bought at pennies on a 
dollar once rated downwards, expect- 
ing a massive return. The PUR govern- 
ment accumulated $74 billion in debt, 
which it could not pay. 

As a result, Obama's U.S. Congress 
passed the PROMESA Law in 2016, im- 
posing a dictatorial board that until 
now has put into practice a profound 
neoliberal process with austerity 
measures that affect every segment of 
our lives. 

It reinforces the privatization of 
essential services that have already 
been in place by the local govern- 
ment’s lackeys. 

Making these services very expen- 
sive and in some cases, unattainable 
for avast segment of the population. In 
health care: It used to be a universal 
type, the Arbona System, but now has 
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Puerto Rico (Borikén) 


Continued from page 14 


been privatized through insurance 
companies that open their own clin- 
ics and don’t allow PR's recent medi- 
cal graduates to work. Different level 
hospitals and clinics were closed. Loss 
of specialists, mostly due to migration 
to the USA, resulting in deteriorated 
health services in general. 

In energy: After having a public en- 
tity that offered affordable electricity 
to the most remote areas in the diffi- 
cult topography of the island, it has re- 
cently been privatized. Political abuse 
and corruption of successive adminis- 
trations over the years destroyed this 
important agency. The new entities, 
Luma Energy (a quick deal merging 
USA Quanta Services and Canadian 
ATCO) for distribution and transmis- 
sion, and Genera PR for generation. 

Some outrageous facts are that nei- 
ther Luma nor Genera have to put one 
cent! The government had to give them 
$1,500 million ... to start their busi- 
nesses. They subcontract other com- 
panies, usually related to their parent 
company. For example, Luma’s parent 
company - ATCO & Quanta Services, 
or Genera PR - New Fortress Energy 
(gas). The result has been an increase 
in electric bills, frequent power outag- 
es, dismissal of knowledgeable work- 
ers under the union UTIER (which was 
also an attempt to destroy this militant 
union), and instead hire incompetent 
mostly foreign workers who are not fa- 
miliar with PR topography. 

In Education: Eugenio Maria de 
Hostos vs. Julia Keleher 

De Hostos (“The Great Citizen of the 
Americas”), was a Puerto Rican edu- 
cator, philosopher, intellectual, law- 
yer, sociologist, novelist, and Puerto 
Rican independence advocate. His ed- 
ucational program was highly regard- 
ed. Yet, instead of following his teach- 
ings, governor Roselló hired a USA 
education business “professional” (Ju- 
lia Keleher) as Education Secretary in 
PR, who, after closing more than 100 
schools, was charged with corruption 
and sent to a USA jail! The vast Edu- 
cation budget, a whopping $7 billion 
for 2022-23 meant to “strengthen ed- 
ucation in PUR,” has instead been the 


source of historical corruption. The 
money has not gone to the badly need- 
ed schools’ infrastructure, teachers’ 
and other education workers’ sala- 
ries, nor educational materials. 


PUR for Sale! 


Other policies and laws enacted by 
the acquiescent local PUR government, 
like Law 60, give tax incentives to for- 
eign millionaires who move to PUR, 
consistent with the neoliberal aims, de- 
prive the population of access to afford- 
able housing, and push our people out 
of the islands, particularly those in the 
“productive and reproductive age” in 
their 20’s through 40’s. It also produc- 
es the selling off of PUR’s precious, im- 
portant, and even historic real estate. 

This Law 60 affords millionaires 
with a 4% corporate tax rate, 100% tax 
exemption on all dividends and inter- 
est income and 100% tax exemption on 
all capital gains. As a result, $35 billion 
in profits leave PUR per year! 

Some examples of the effect of Law 
60: In 2018, Brock Pierce converted a 
former monastery in the Old City of 
San Juan, Puerto Rico into his head- 
quarters. John Paulson, took an 80% 
stake in an upscale hotel and condo- 
minium complex outside the capi- 
tal, San Juan, in a bet that recent tax 
changes will lure rich financiers to the 
island. He stated, “The economy needs 
to reinvent itself, to shift from manu- 
facturing to services, and that is the 
reason for these tax changes.” 

As a result of the uncontrollable 
luxury estate building and the rap- 
id spread of short-term rental apart- 
ments, the affordable housing sector 
has greatly reduced and, as a conse- 
quence, families in PUR cannot find an 
adequate place to live, pushing them 
away from the PUR archipelago. 

In terms of the destruction of the 
environment, there has been illegal 
dumping of toxic ashes buried and 
used for construction, illegal coastal 
construction, the cutting of mangroves, 
damaging coral reefs and turtle nests, 
cell phone antennas (due to privatiza- 
tion of the National Telephone Compa- 
ny ... many companies have arrived, 
and each one puts its own antenna...) 

In terms of the general security, 
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there has been an increase in: general 

crimes, drug trafficking and mafia-re- 

lated crimes, femicides, and wide- 
spread violence. Resulting in a deterio- 
ration of quality of life, increase in the 
cost of living and aggressive behavior. 

Accelerated process of “decultur- 
alization,” which detaches the popu- 
lation from its historical and cultural 
roots (trying to erase language, histo- 
ry, traditions, even our food habits) fa- 
cilitates the migration, particularly to 
the U.S., where there are more Puerto 

Ricans than in our islands. 

These effects have been carefully 
planned. In 2015 it was published in 
the Krueger Report, an IMF neoliber- 
al prescription, “Puerto Rico —- a way 
forward.’ The 30-page report provides 
a detailed study of the economy of the 
colony and its practices for 10 consec- 
utive years by Anne O. Krueger, Ranjit 
Teja, and Andrew Wolfe, former econ- 
omists in none other than the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund. 

Some measures of this five-year 
plan are: 

e Elimination of the minimum wage 
of $7.25 an hour, which it says is too 
high for PR and must be lowered 
until the situation of PR approaches 
that of the poorest state in the USA. 

e End to the year-end or Christmas 
bonus 

e Holidays reduction from 30 to 15 
days 

e Redefine overtime based on 40 
hours a week and not as they do 
now, after 8 hours per day 

e “Reducing onerous requirements 
for proving just cause in layoffs” 

e Reduction of the number of teach- 
ers and consolidation (closing) of 
schools; reduction of funding to the 
University of Puerto Rico, etc. 

It also includes privatization of pub- 
lic agencies such as the PUR Electric 
Power Authority, and other govern- 
ment agencies that are efficiently gen- 
erating income as the State Insurance 
Fund. 

These facts point to the urgency of 
decolonization now! 


Berta Joubert-Ceci is a contributing 
editor at Struggle-La Lucha. 
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We will win, in spite of imperialism 
— John Parker in Nigeria 


From the Nigerian Vanguard news- 
paper, on The International Confer- 
ence for the Eradication 
of Colonialism, held in Abuja, Nige- 
ria, August 12-13, 2024: 


“The conference, which included 
delegates of colonized and oppressed 
peoples who flew in from the Carib- 
bean, North America, Latin America, 
and Europe, was a potent remind- 
er that although some have been 
colonized for hundreds of years, they 
have not forgotten their roots. 

“African-American internationalist 
John Thompson Parker had already 
written to register for the conference 
when, two weeks ago, DNA tests 
revealed that his forebears were taken 
from Nigeria. 

For a widely traveled man who had 
undertaken peace and solidarity visits 
to countries like Iraq, Iran, Egypt, 
Sudan, Syria, and Gaza, his participa- 
tion in the conference was initially in 
solidarity with the colonized peoples 
of the world and to make suggestions 
on how this human scourge can be 
brought to an end. But finding out 
that he was originally Nigerian added 
urgency to his footsteps to be in Abuja. 
He said: For Black folks in the U.S., it 
is a big deal to know where our ances- 
tors came from.” 

“However, his enthusiasm was 
dampened when, on August 10, he was 
refused boarding in Germany for his 
connecting flight to Abuja on the basis 
that his application for visa-on-ar- 
rival had not been confirmed. As the 
aircraft that should have taken him 
to Abuja took off, he lamented: They 
stole me from Africa, and now they 
told me I can't come back; that I can't 
even get back to my homeland.’ He 
later got the confirmation, so the next 
day, he flew into Nigeria.” 

Following is Parker’s presentation 
to the Conference for the Eradication 
of Colonialism. 


works in a tailor shop cannot go 

home to his mother and two sib- 
lings because the bus fare doubled. 
When he can afford to go home, he 
brings home the money to support his 
mom and siblings and skips meals to 
allow others to eat. He's got his food 
cost down to $1.60 a day. 

Nigeria is facing the worst economic 
crisis, facing inflation levels not seen 
in almost three decades. 

Basic staples like rice, milk, and 
corn are now at levels that promote 
malnutrition. The Food and Agricul- 
ture Organization estimates that 26.5 
million of Nigeria’s 220 million people 
are food insecure, with at least 9 mil- 
lion children at risk of wasting - a med- 
ical condition that stunts development. 

In Ghana, the level of poverty can- 
not be explained when the production 
of timber, iron or diamonds, etc., in- 
cluding gold — the fifth largest produc- 
er of that metal in the world — seems to 
only maintain poverty. 

Poverty in Somalia and in Sudan, 
etc., on our earth’s African continent 
is left in torment by Western imperi- 
alism and especially U.S. imperialism, 
and the IMF and World Bank in main- 
taining that torment. 

The IMF was created at the Bretton 
Woods conference in 1944. And the 
primary architects from Britain and 
the United States ensured that African, 
Latin American, and Asian self-deter- 
mination would be denied in the ser- 
vice of the maximization of profits of 
financial and industrial monopolies of 
the United States and Britain. 

The IMF seat is in Washington, D.C., 
a guarantee that the U.S. Treasury ex- 
erts the greatest influence. 

World War II allowed the United 
States to be in virtual control of the 
world economy and place the world on 
the U.S. dollar rather than local curren- 
cies. 

Only three of the 40 original mem- 
bers of the IMF were in Africa and at 
the time most of that continent was 
still under colonialism. Eventually, 
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one-third of the IMF members were 
from Africa. But, they're low income, 
the effect of years of colonialism. This 
gave them less than 9% of the voting 
power, and they held only three of the 
22 seats on the executive board. Mean- 
ing self determination for Africa was 
not a priority of the IMF. 

African scholar Walter Rodney ex- 
posed in 1968 “How Europe Underde- 
veloped Africa” and wrote: “Inthe first 
place, the wealth created by African 
labor and from African resources was 
grabbed by the capitalist countries 
in Europe and in the second place re- 
strictions were placed upon African 
capacity to make the maximum use of 
its economic potential, which is what 
development is all about.” 

And in their own words, the IMF 
writes: “Their economic problems 
tend to be structural even more than 
macroeconomic; rooted in the need 
for improvements in education, health 
care, infrastructure and governance 
rather than finance and more deeply 
ingrained and persistent than in other 
regions.” 

In spite of those words, the IMF does 
not help build vital infrastructure ofa 
nation. It prioritizes privatization and 
a dearth of social spending. 

While in the U.S., I saw a photo from 
protester's sign in Kenya that read, 
“IMF keep your hands off Kenya” and 
“Kenya is not IMF’s lab rat.” That pro- 
tester and many others were subject to 
gunfire and tear gas from police in Nai- 
robi’s streets. They were responding to 
President Ruto's fiscal and austerity 
policies that were driven by the IMF in 
order to be eligible to receive loans. 

The so-called shock therapies that 
are currently being used by the Nigeri- 
an president includes the reduction of 
gas subsidies, higher electrical costs, 
and the devaluing of currency which 
is like a pay cut for workers; which is 
why labor unions have gone on strike 
and protest. That austerity allowed Ni- 
geria to get a $2.25 billion loan from 
the World Bank, and the austerity is 
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celebrated by the banks. 

Latin America has alsoinspired pro- 
tests from the victims of the IMF social 
cutbacks. 

In 1980, the structural adjustment 
programs or SAPs imposed deep cuts 
on public services and encouraged pri- 
vatizations and trade policies in favor 
of capitalist countries. 

Fela Kuti, the famous Nigerian musi- 
cian — famous in the U.S. as well - sang 
a song about taking the wealth from 
African people called “SAP,” which he 
interpreted as meaning “Suck African 
People — suck them dry.” 

The IMF has also been used in North 
African countries for a long time, in- 
spiring inflation and high poverty 
rates. But, unauthorized protests are 
strictly enforced. I can tell you that I 
got a taste of the police on this conti- 
nent in an unauthorized protest in 
Egypt that landed me in detention last 
November. I was simply a part of an 
international delegation trying to get 
humanitarian aid into Gaza. 

I should also mention that I found 
out more of my history using Ancestry. 
com, which is a relatively new ability 
- being able to find out your ethnicity 
using DNA really is a big deal. You see, 
it is a unique disability that African 
Americans endure - our families were 
broken up and sold on arrival to for- 
eign shores. But, two weeks ago, I found 
out where my ancestors are from, and 
that is a very big, emotional deal -just 
imagine not knowing where you are 
from. Just two weeks ago, I found out 
- itis a really big deal because most of 
my DNA comes from here — Nigeria! I’m 
so proud looking at the people here in 
Nigeria - my people, my family. I just 
found out two weeks ago! 

And while I’m on the subject of my 
ancestors who were taken to the Unit- 
ed States in chains from here, I want 
to point out that the wealth that was 
created by slaves in the U.S. in cotton 
production created the capital of the 
ruling class and the founding capital 
of the IMF. 

The great wealth that was used to 
catapult capitalism in the U.S. was 
from cotton, thanks to the invention 
of the cotton gin and another advance 
in technology that increased produc- 
tion. Annual cotton exports reached 4 
million bales. The cotton traveled up 
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north and out of New York, making 
way for England and other places, al- 
lowing the fortunes of the industries 
facilitating its movement there to grow 
exponentially. And who were those 
beneficiaries? They were the railroads 
of the Vanderbilts. They were J.P. Mor- 
gan’s steel. They were Rockefeller, 
Melon, and Morgan’s Manhattan Bank 
(now Chase Manhattan), and created 
the capital for Rockefeller's Standard 
Oil. All thanks to African slaves who 
were now producing for them and the 
world - for free. That's where this in- 
sane wealth of the ruling class origi- 
nated, and also some of the wealth of 
the English ruling class and the banks 
that made the IMF possible. 

The IMF also induced inflation, and 
it also comes from the U.S. imperialist 
wars and proxy wars like the proxy 
war against Ukraine. 

The U.S. Secretary of Defense 2022 
report states right out of the gate that 
China and Russia are the main targets 
of the U.S. and China is the number one 
target- not because of a military threat 
- it states China’s threat is economic 
and, according to the Department of 
Defense, warrants war against China. 
And the plans also include Russia. 

Last September, the U.S. held a meet- 
ing in India, pushing the Indian Middle 
East Corridor initiative with coopera- 
tion between Saudi Arabia and India 
and the U.S. with invites to Jordan. The 
destruction of Russia’s Nord Stream 
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pipeline by the U.S. and the U.S. proxy 
war in Ukraine helped push the IMEC 
initiative, pushing an alternative hy- 
drogen pipeline to replace the natural 
gas that Russia had provided to Europe. 
The pipeline flows from India to Saudi 
Arabia to Jordan to Haifa and occupied 
Palestine close to the West Bank and 
Gaza. The pipeline would then go to 
Greece to supply Europe. 

It’s very interesting that before Oct. 
7, the U.N. reported record-breaking 
violence with settler attacks against 
Palestinians in Gaza. And before Oct. 
7, Israel’s Netanyahu presented a new 
map of Israel that eliminated Palestine. 

But, in their haste for proxy war in 
Ukraine and funding of genocide in 
Gaza, the U.S. exposed itself and be- 
came isolated, especially in this Af- 
rican continent. Therefore, some are 
seeing Russia as an alternative. The 
African continent has experienced 
China and Russia as an alternative to 
the IMF and World Bank in building 
the infrastructure with no demands 
for austerity — that is the threat that 
the U.S. sees and does not mind play- 
ing with our lives by pushing World 
War III. 

You might ask if it's possible that 
there would be such a lack of basic 
morality to make such a threat against 
our lives, but what's going on in Gaza 
makes clear the horrors of the U.S. 


Continued on page 19 
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Al bubble burst? 


Tech stock plunge sparks recession fears 
amid military-industrial Al expansion 


By Gary Wilson 


The AI boom tumbled on Friday, 
Aug. 2, 2024, shaken by losses in Big 
Tech. The world’s 10 richest people — 
all men - lost just over $45 billion in 
the Aug. 2 market fall. 

Fortune magazine called it a “blood- 
bath,” adding that “the world’s 500 
richest people have seen $134 billion 
wiped from their fortunes overnight.” 

The following Monday, Aug. 5, a 
stock market crash swept the globe, 
starting in Japan. Wall Street’s “Mag- 
nificent Seven” lost $653 billion in 
that one day. 

Inthe previous year, the “Magnificent 
Seven” — Microsoft, Amazon, Apple, the 
semiconductor manufacturer Nvidia, 
Alphabet (the parent company of 
Google), Meta (the owner of Facebook), 
and Tesla, led by Elon Musk - were re- 
sponsible for approximately 50% of the 
increase in the S&P 500 index. 

The tech-heavy Nasdaq Composite 
index gained over 70% since the end 
of 2022. 

By the morning of Aug. 2, the seven 
had fallen 11.8% from their peak the 
previous month, causing nearly $3 
trillion in losses. 

This was a rapid turnaround, the 
most significant market fall since the 
beginning of the pandemic in 2020. AI 
mania has gripped the stock market 
since 2023, sending it to new highs. 
The media was abuzz: Is the AI bubble 
about to burst? Is this the beginning 
of a recession? 


Inflation and recession 


The global capitalist economy has 
been teetering between accelerating 
inflation and deep recession. It threat- 
ens to enter stagflation or recession. 
The question is not whether but when 
the recession will begin. 

As anyone alive and working in 
the United States knows, inflation is 
much worse than the “official” esti- 
mates. This was confirmed by a group 


of economists from Harvard and the 
International Monetary Fund, headed 
by Larry Summers, Obama’s economic 
director and secretary of the treasury. 

The official inflation numbers ex- 
clude rising home mortgage interest 
rates and credit card debt. When they 
included the cost of mortgage inter- 
est, auto loan interest, and credit card 
interest, the inflation rate reached 
18% in November 2022, and today’s 
inflation rate is close to 8%. Inflation 
has not been stopped. 

In the three months from April to 
June, total credit card debt rose to $1.14 
trillion, an increase of $27 billion. That’s 
the highest level on record in Fed data 
dating back to 2003. Credit card inter- 
est rates are astronomically high. 

Homelessness has reached record 
levels, with nearly a million homeless 
every night, many without shelter. This 
is the highest number of homeless in- 
dividuals ever documented in the U.S. 

Unemployment is also rising. The 
National Jobs for All Network reports 
that while the official unemployment 
rate for July 2024 rose to 4.3%, the real 
unemployment rate is much higher — 
10%. 

A report on “The effect of AI adop- 
tion on jobs” says that between 2000 
and 2020, the number of Al-related 
jobs, including data scientists, comput- 
er programmers, software developers, 
and web designers, almost doubled. 

The Center for Economic Policy Re- 
search report says that so far, most AI 
adoption has been inthe service sector. 
The jobs most affected are warehouse 
work, salespeople, customer service, 
receptionists, bookkeepers, etc. 

AI adoption is limited in manufac- 
turing, though AI robotics and auto- 
mation are coming. 


Alis massive data collection 

Al (Artificial Intelligence) is a field 
of computer science focused on cre- 
ating machines that can perform 
tasks that typically require human 


intelligence, systems that can reason, 
learn, and act autonomously. Massive 
amounts of data are collected, and 
algorithms are used to act on what is 
found in the data. 

Perhaps the best-known AI im- 
plementation is ChatGPT, a large 
language model (LLM) trained on 
massive datasets of text and code 
that understands and generates hu- 
man-like text in response to a wide 
range of prompts and questions. 

The development of AI has long 
been tied to DARPA and other mil- 
itary/government agencies, which 
have funded AI research, sometimes 
openly and sometimes secretly. 


Military Industrial in Silicon Valley 


The U.S. military-industrial com- 
plex is now centered in Silicon Val- 
ley. Within a relatively short period, 
Pentagon officials have created a vast 
infrastructure designed to provide 
funding support to defense tech com- 
panies. 

According to a report by Roberto 
Gonzalez for the Costs of War Project: 

“Although much of the Pentagon’s 
$886 billion budget is spent on con- 
ventional weapon systems and goes to 
well-established defense giants such 
as Lockheed Martin, RTX, Northrop 
Grumman, General Dynamics, Boe- 
ing, and BAE Systems, a new political 
economy is emerging, driven by the 
imperatives of big tech companies, 
venture capital, and private equity 
firms. As Defense Department offi- 
cials have sought to adopt Al-enabled 
systems and secure cloud computing 
services, they have awarded large 
multi-billion dollar contracts to Mic- 
rosoft, Amazon, Google, and Oracle. ... 

“Booming demand for Al-enabled 
military technologies and cloud com- 
puting services is being driven by 
several developments. Perhaps most 
importantly, the easy availability of 
massive amounts of digital data col- 
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lected from satellites, drones, surveil- 
lance cameras, smartphones, social 
media posts, email messages, and 
other sources has motivated Pentagon 
planners to find new ways of analyz- 
ing the information.” 

The United States military has 
shifted toward AI and “data driven” 
warfare. A new revolving door is put- 
ting senior Pentagon officials into ex- 
ecutive positions or as advisors to the 
Big Tech companies. 

Over the past two years, global 
events have further fueled the Penta- 
gon’s demand for Silicon Valley tech- 
nologies, including the deployment of 
drones and Al-enabled weapon sys- 
tems in Ukraine and Gaza, as well as 
the Pentagon’s AI arms race directed 
against China. 

González of the Costs of War Project 
“refutes the popular misperception 
that China is poised to surpass the 
U.S. in a global ‘AI arms race’ that 
will determine the future of geopoli- 
tics and global economic dominance. 
It does this by showing how the arms 
race narrative has been propagated 
by Pentagon officials and tech leaders 
who stand to benefit from increased 
sales of high-tech weapons, surveil- 
lance, and logistics systems enabled by 
AI. These myths and misperceptions 
risk diverting taxpayer funds towards 
research and development (R&D) proj- 
ects that meet military needs, rather 
than civilian needs.” # 
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We will win, in spite of imperialism 
— John Parker in Nigeria 


Continued from page 17 


The Biden and Harris administration 
funds and arms Israel. They have no 
limit in their tolerance for Israel’s most 
heinous genocide, which would not be 
possible if the U.S. was not on board. 

One of the most trusted journals 
concerning health care and medical 
research, The Lancet, said a conser- 
vative estimate of the real number of 
folks dying is not 37,000. It’s more like 
186,000 in Gaza. 

And we know that the terror is also 
on this continent, coming from the 
same source. 

Former President Obama fulfilled 
the U.S. imperialist dream of getting 
AFRICOM stationed on the African con- 
tinent to supposedly fight terrorists. 

What was the result? The number 
of extremist groups went up 400%, ac- 
cording to the Defense Department’s 
African Center for Strategic Studies. 

This also echoes the 2017 U.N. report 
in the film “Journey to Extremism in 
Africa,” which states that government 
actions of repression -including the in- 
creased drone killings, killing of family 
members, and jailings and repression 
by the US. and their collaborators — are 
the main motivation for recruitment 
into extremist organizations. 

Many studies have correlated the 
lack of food and basic necessities of 
life as the greatest cause of internal 
conflict. 

In 2018, the U.N. also reported that 
it would take just $175 billion per year 
for just 20 years to eradicate not only 
poverty on the entire continent of 
Africa but the entire world. So that’s 
just 17% of the U.S. yearly military 
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spending of $1 trillion. 

The fact is that AFRICOM’s war on 
terror, in addition to being a vital tool 
for U.S. imperialism, is also a self-per- 
petuating money machine for the 
ruling class, a huge buffet for the mil- 
itary-industrial complex and the poli- 
ticians and corporations who directly 
and indirectly benefit from it. 

Former President Obama's father 
was Kenyan, so the contradiction of 
U.S. imperialist white supremacy in 
Black skin, which we know is a tac- 
tic of U.S. imperialism, is again being 
used by presidential candidate Kama- 
la Harris. 

Harris is a former District Attorney 
—encouraging and enabling police 
genocide in the U.S. that most acute- 
ly affects Black and Brown people — 
particularly in the Los Angeles Police 
Department. Harris is also a current 
supporter of Israel’s genocide. 

But my ancestry knowledge of my 
Nigerian heritage does not allow that 
contradiction for me. 

I am hoping this conference will 
be a qualitative change in our power. 
And increase the power of humanity 
organized with international collabo- 
ration to effectively fight our enemies 
who we have irreconcilable differenc- 
es with. We have no interest or gain in 
the interests of the ruling class — and 
I like to say that our irreconcilable dif- 
ferences can also be expressed as the 
capitalist system vs. the winning so- 
cialist/communist solution. 


John Parker is the coordinator of 
the Harriet Tubman Center For Social 
Justice in Los Angeles and a leading 
member of the Socialist Unity Party. 


WAR € LENIN in the 21st Century 


Included in Gary Wilson's new book is VI Lenin's pamphlet: 
‘Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism’ 
Vladimir Lenin, the revolutionary leader of the Soviet Union and a key 
contributor to Marxist theory, wrote ‘Imperialism, the Highest Stage 
of Capitalism’ in 1916, more than a century ago. It remains 

an influential critique of imperialism. As in Lenin's time, m; 
the conclusion is that socialist revolution will end imperialist 
war, enabling workers to meet their own needs. 


La realidad paralela de Cuba 


en París 


Por Rosa Miriam Elizalde 


Miserable sociedad la que impone 
repudiables prácticas de inquisición y 
falsedad. Miserables los que le niegan 
a Cuba la alegría de sus nueve medal- 
las olímpicas, el mismo número que 
ganó Dinamarca, país sin bloqueo es- 
tadunidense y sin que la prensa y los 
mentideros de las redes le reprochen 
su actuación en París. 

La estrategia publicitaria para con- 
vertir cada éxito de Cuba en un fra- 
caso tiene una interesante peculiari- 
dad: opera por rachas continuas, por 
periodos breves e intensos en los que 
se instala un eje temático. Desde la su- 
puesta llegada a Caracas de 32 vuelos 
desde La Habana para intervenir en 
las elecciones venezolanas, las inexis- 
tentes bases militares chinas en terri- 
torio cubano, la presencia de subma- 
rinos rusos con armamento nuclear 
en la bahía de La Habana que no tuvo 
lugar en la realidad, el pretendido fra- 
caso de Cuba en la Olimpiada de París, 
todo está encaminado a la producción 
de “agenda”. 

El vértigo con que las ocurrencias 
publicitarias se suceden sugiere que 
ninguna de ellas alcanza un mínimo 
de potencia en la opinión pública: su 
objetivo no es esencialmente modifi- 
car opiniones, sino la instalación de 
una realidad paralela, la agitación 
de prejuicios, la persistencia del odio 
como fuente excluyente de legitimidad 
de un gobierno que conduce el país en 
su peor crisis económica y bajo cerco 
permanente. 

El último grito de esta moda, sin 
embargo, parece estar cruzando una 
barrera y comenzando la transición 
a un periodo nuevo, negar de plano la 
realidad, ignorar la evidencia de los 
hechos que han corroborado millones 
de espectadores asistentes a los Juegos 
Olímpicos. Cuba no sólo fue el país de 
América Latina con mayor cantidad 
de medallas alcanzadas, superada sólo 
por Brasil, sino que es cubano el ju- 
gador que por primera vez en la histo- 
ria logra cinco medallas consecutivas 
en Olimpiadas en una misma discipli- 
na, Mijaín López. 


Mijaín López. 


Ni Bolt ni Phelps ni Lewis ni otras 
leyendas del deporte lograron lo que 
Mijaín. Debutó en Atenas 2004 y de 
Pekín 2008 a París 2024 se llevó los 
oros en lucha grecorromana, una dis- 
ciplina que se practicaba en el mundo 
clásico antes del nacimiento de Jesu- 
cristo y en la que desde la instauración 
de los Juegos Olímpicos ningún otro 
gladiador mantuvo el cetro por tan- 
tos años. Hasta que apareció Mijaín, 
compendio de la cultura y de las idas 
y venidas de la historia nacional: ne- 
gro con nombre ruso, conocido en toda 
Cuba como el Gigante de Herradura, 
porque mide 1.93 metros, pesa 130 ki- 
logramos y nació en un pueblito de ese 
nombre con apenas 10 mil habitantes, 
que no existía en el mapa hasta que 
colonos estadunidenses descubrieron 
sus fértiles tierras y se instalaron allí 
a inicios del siglo XX. 

Su familia desciende de africanos 
que trabajaron toda su vida para los 
blancos ricos de aquella zona hasta 
que se alfabetizaron con la revolución 
de 1959 y, gracias a ella y a los planes 
de extensión del deporte a cada local- 
idad del país, mientras el padre, Bar- 
tolo, labraba la tierra, Mijaín y sus dos 
hermanos cosechaban medallas en 
campeonatos nacionales e internacio- 
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nales de boxeo y lucha grecorromana. 

Y ese deportista cubano fue el selec- 
cionado para representar en París a 
los atletas de las Américas en el acto de 
clausura de los Juegos Olímpicos. 

Pero con esa actitud de desprecio al 
prójimo, de culto a la violencia que se 
solaza en el sufrimiento ajeno, no po- 
cos medios y agencias, además de la 
jauría del ciberespacio, les escamotean 
la medalla a Mijaín y a los demás atle- 
tas olímpicos de Cuba. Con indignación 
leemos por todos lados el “fracaso espe- 
rado”, “peores olimpiadas para Cuba”, 
“declive”, “crisis deportiva”, “naufra- 
gio” y otras lindezas, y como nota al 
pie, insignificante, los resultados que 
ya habrían querido tener la mayoría 
de las naciones de este planeta. 

El filósofo y urbanista francés Pau- 
lo Virilio anticipó en el libro Ciber- 
mundo, la política de lo peor (1997), 
una larga entrevista con su compatri- 
ota Philippe Petit, que “llegará el día 
en que la realidad virtual vencerá al 
mundo real... El cuerpo propio dejará 
de existir en beneficio del cuerpo es- 
pectral, y el mundo propio en beneficio 
de un mundo virtual”. Por decir estas 
cosas, que son el pan nuestro de cada 
día, Virilio fue acusado hace 30 años 
de apocalíptico. + 
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